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Amendments to I he riaiinx: 

This lisliiii: orckiims will replace all pritu* versuin> ::nt\ libiinu;S orckiims in the applicui jon: 
Uxrintf of Claims: 

I. (Currently Aiueuded) A system lor allovviiig LinJci-\v:uer cscnpo froin a submarine 
cotiiprisiiig: 

ii pliiHilily orwLiHs roriiiiiii' an csL-j pc imsyr li:i \'in<> an interior oonnyurcil \o 
receive at leysl one person, said pluniliiy ofu jIIs conll^.nred to rcsisl collapse due lo a force of 
exiemal waleri[;lUs:iid i^luralil^i separ alintf said inicrior \\\)\\\ vax e.\lcri()r of ihe svsu^.m. 

n lower cscapo tower conneci()r locaied ai a bottom enti of said plurality of walls, 
s;iiil lower cscopc lower conneelnr con fiy ured lo scalini^Iy attach In a hatch connector of a 
submerged submarine; 

:i lower haich Ineai od al said bolConi end, s aid h aich alluwinua person l.o pa ss 
t lierelhroMijh : 

mean.*^; for [)rov idinu air Lo said interior: 

means for selectively maiiitainini^ said inLcrior subsvantially free of the waler; 

an upper [[nj] hatch formed in said pliu'alily of wallii, said tipper, halch bcinfi 
seleeiively <ipenahlc ro allow l[aJJ \\w person to pass hhcrethHOHg^y j helwe en said iritL-rior 
and an exterio r of s aid pluraliiy of wM^ dn.i/ih^hjhe upper lKitcli||.| |: ^nd 

an u pper escape tower ctn uiccior Kva ied cm said nluraliiv o f walls, said tipper 
escape low er connee lor eonll^uired (<> scralinelv connect lo a lower e:a'capc iiin i'iel 
conijeclor of an csciip c fniniel I n alhn\ Ihe perNon ic^ p;tss Inim the inicrior lo ;i hnuiel 
i ! J ten' o r i>f ihe e sca pe 1 u n n c I . 

2. (Currently Anicnthd) The system of claim I further comprising an escape lunnel 
citrinoe^LfetW-e-cojUicelecUo an upper cud ofsaid-esifape lusver pluralilv ol walls, said tunnel 
comprisini,' a lower lunnel eonneclor eonliiiuri^dHH-scalinely L't»iwei?K:jnu ieeted to said-eihcupe 
towor pluralilv o f wajls. 
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3. (Ciincndy Antcuded) The system orclaim 2 fniM-hcM' c :on>i=H4^s^^^H'>^uftp*HH^eapcM:iHVt?f 
Li»jiiiL?Litji KicLiicd lu Lnt upper eiu1 or^uuJ-plii(=jlliyn/l\viill^.-\vhL:rciji said upper escape tower 
conncclor is uon l-l-^ uruJ to sculinuly ^4-) h i i- c on n l c lclI U) a U)wcr escape lunnel conncclor DTsaid 
escape lunnel. 

4. (OrighutI) The system oTckiim 3 wherein said iiinnci is conllgured to allow n person 
lo pass thcrerhrough from said iiilcrior of snid tower lo nn air-water interface at a top of a water 
column above iho submarine. 

5. (Ovii^hutl) The System of claim 3 w licrciii sjid lunncI comprises a plurality of riser 
lubos conne^cleil lo each oilier. 

6. (Oiii^inul) Tlie system of claim 5 furLher comprisinvj an alignmenl-coii^pciisiilor 
connected lo two of said pluruliiy of riser tubes. 

7. (Orh^witl) The system of claim ft wherein Ihe alignment-compensator comprises a 
blowout divertor. 

K. (Oni^mul) The system of claim 5 furlher comprising a Ilcxible joint connected lo rwo 
of said plnrality of riser uibes 

9. (Oniiiiuil) Thcf system of claim 1 wherein said walls comprise high sirenglh, low 
alloy sieel. 

10. (Ominaf) The syslcm of clain) 1 wherein said hatch connector comprises a 
stibmerged wellhead conneclor and said low er escape tower conneclnr is configured to scalingly 
connoci to said submerged wellhead connector. 

1 1 . (Original) A melhod for allowing underwaler escape from a submarine, Ihe method 
comprising: 

aliaching a lower escape tower connector of an escape tower to a escape hatch conneclor 
ofa submerged submarine to sealingly aUach a lower end ufthc escape tower lo the submarine; 
replacing water in an interior of the escape tower with air; 
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opening an exterior hiiich ofrhc .subnKirinc and passini: a person ihrou^b^h ihe IvMch inlo 
ihe inierior; 

dischciiying air from Ihc interior of ihc escape lowcr; 
opening a luiicli of the escape tower; 

ascending the person lo ;i waicr surface uiili/ing an escape hood. 

12. (Ori^iiiaO The niolhod of claim 1 1 wherein the nrtncliii^g ihc lower escape lowcr 
coriricclor lo ihc hatch connccior of llic huhmer^od snbmarinc comprises remolely atlaching Ihc 
lower escype lower connector utilizing a drill siring. 

13. (Original) The meihod of claim 1 1 wherein the replacing thtj wuier in an interior of 
Ihe escape lowcr comprises remotely pru\ iding air lo Ihe interior utilizing u drill siiing. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein Ihe lowcr escape tower conneclor 
comprises ii eonnecLor cnnfigui'cd to connect a drillinti riser lube to a submerged wellheiul 
ctmneci-or :ui(l wherein the e luitch connecior ol'the submerged .submarine comprises a 
submerged wellhead connector. 

15. (Ori^iiwl) The mclhod of claim 1 1 wherein the inlcrior of the escape lower is 
conllfiurod to allow :x person lo be rcecivecl therein and lo p;iss therethrough. 

16. (Onghfal) A mctliod for n||ov\ ing untlonvaier escape from a submarine, ihe method 
Comprising: 

ailaching a lower escape tower connecior of an escape tower to a hatch connector of a 
submerged submarine lo sealingly attach a low er end of llie escape lower lo the submarine; 

altachinfi a lirsl riser lube lo an upper escape lower connecior of the escape lower; 

forming an escape lunnci by attaching a second riser tube lo ilie flrsl riser lube; 

replacing water in an interior oflhe escape lower and a tunnel interior of the escape 
tunnel with air; 

opening an e.^terior hatch of llie submarine and p:u?sing n person throngh the liateh; 
raising ihe person to wak-r's surface (hrough the tunnel. 
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17. (Originai) The iiiciliod ofckiini 16 whciciii \\\c (Irsi wscv lube cjiul llic second riser 
lube comprise drilling riiicr luhc-s confiLjureil for use \\\ drilling undersea petroleum well:3. 

1 S. (Original) The mclhod ofcUiim 16 wherein ihe roising eonipriscs the person bcinij 
received in :i hames.*; ;md ihc person bcini» raisei) lo ihc surlhcc by a winch connected lo Iho 
hnrnesii by a cable. 

1 0. (On}»wi$l) The mclhod ol claim 1 6 further comprising allnchiiii^ an elbow filiinij 
between the hatch connector and rlic escape lower. 

20. (Ori^ifwl) The merliod of claim is) wherein Ihe elbow lUiiny comprises a lower 
clbiiw connedoi' and iin upper elbow connector and funhcr comprising connectine the lower 
elbow connector lo Ihe halch connector and trie upper elbow fining lo the upper escape tower 
coiiiieciur. 

2 1 . (Onf^hwl) The mclhod ofclaim 10 wherein the attaching Ihe lower escape towtjr 
coiMiector to the hatch connector comprises remotely aiiachrnu; the lower escape lower connecior 
uiiliziny adrill siring. 

22. (Original) The mclhod of claini 1 6 wherein the replacing the waler in an interior of 
the escape lower comprises romoiely providing air to the iniorior utili/ing a drill siring. 

2.^. (Ongiii/i/) The method ofclaim 1 d wherein the batch connecior comprises a 
submerged wellhciid connector and wherein the lower escape Lower connector comprisc^s y lower 
escape tunnel connecior configured to eoinicct a drilling riser lube lo the submerged wellhead 
connector. 

24. (Oriuinal) The mclhod of the 1 6 wherein Ihe first riser tube unti the second riser lube 
comprl.sc riser lubes ofa plurality of riser lubes of ihe liinnel and further comprising allaching an 
alignment-compensator between Iwo riser Uibeaj oflhc phii-iiliiy ofriser tubes of the tunnel 
ulilizing a drill string. 

25. (Orii^iiwl) The method ofclaim 24 wherein Ihc alignment-compensator comprises \\ 
blowout djverlcr* 
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26. (Oni^hidJ) The nieihocl ol chiiii 16 witciciti ilic firsi riser lube and (he sccoiicJ ri^cr 
I II he comprise riser uihes ofa pkirciliiy ol ri.sor lubes oruic lunncl und ruithcr comprising 
aiiachini^ u llexiblt joini hciwcen (wo liscr lubcs ofihc pluralily ofriser tubes ofrhc kiiiiicl 
utilizing u drill siring. 

27. (Orii^inul) TUc mcihod ofchiim 16 lurlhor comprising allaching vUc hatch connector 
ol ilic submarine lo iht; submarine by luuichinij a halch assembly lo Ihe submarine.. 

28. (Orij^hial) The mc(hod orchiini 27 Iiiriher comprising drilling a hole in Ihe 
subnuiriuc U) allow ;j person lo pass Ihiouuh ihe hole and Ihrough the havch assembly inio :if least 
iuno ofiht; inierior Ihe escape lowei* and an csjcape liinneL 

29. (Oriifinal) A method lor alknving undervvnier e.scape from a submarine, Ihc meihod 
comprising: 

LiLUiching a halch assembly lo ihc c.Kierior of ihe submarine when ihc submarine is 
submerged; 

attaching an escape lower io a connc-cior ofihe halch assembly; 

uuaching an escape Uuincl lo ihe escape lower; 

sealintj Ihc halch assembly rekiLive to ihe e.vierior of the submarine; 

aUaching a drilling guide to ihc escape lower; and 

drilling a hole in a wall ol lhe submarine through the driUing guide. 

30. (Ovifiimil) The melhod of claim 29 funlicr comprising artaching jiull weld higs lo Ihc 
exterior ol'ihc submarine. 

3 1 . (Onginal) The melhod of claim 30 fnrrhcr comprising allaching an escape lower to 
the weld lugs via a cable. 

32. (Origiual) The method of claim 20 wherein the seah'ng comprises sealing the luilcli 
assembly Id the aubmarino by welding an interior weld on an interior surface of the halch 
assembly. 

33. fOnqhuiO The melhod of claim 29 wherein ihe hatcli assembly further comprises a 
low temperature i^eal for sealing the hatch iLs.scmbly relative lo the exlerior. 
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34, (IMifiv) A system Tor ullowint;; nmlenvulLT escape fVom :j submarine compiiJ=»iiig: 

J plurality of vv;ill.s fnrniing an iiuci ior conHyurcd lo receive ;i( ieitsi one person. 
:iuid pluralily oT witlls eonrigured to resisi collapse due lo a force orcxlenial water, suiil plurality 
of walls scpiirmiiig s'aiJ inlurior from an exiL*rinr olihe system; 

a lower escape lower connector loeaied at a botlom end of said pluralivy of walls, 
said lower escape tower connccvorconlli^urcd lo sealiiigly allach u> a lutcli connector of n 
submerged submarine; 

a lower hatch lociileil at .sLiid bonom end, said lower hutch allowing a person to 
pass therelhrouyh; 

means for providinijair ui said ifuorinr; 

means for seleelively mainiainin^^ said interior substantially free of the water; 

means for pr^-idiH| eseiecii\clv >ubsiiiutinu die water to lor ihe air in_said inlerior 
when the system is submerged underwaler .inil said lower esc ape tnwer connector is iillachcd io 
Ibe hjich conne ctor; 

an upper hatch Ibnned in said plurality ofwalls, said upper hatch being selectively 
openablc to allow the person lo puns between said inierior and an exterior of said plurality 
ofwalls IhrouLjh ilie upper hatch. 
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